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T he 20th Annual General Meeting was held at Victo-
ria Golf Club preceded by the playing of the Doug 

Bachli Trophy won this year by Mr. John Lindsay with a 
stableford score of 40 points. Mr. Trevor Bignell was the 
runner up . The Ladies Medallion was won by Mrs. Ruth 
Summerfield on a countback from Mrs. Lorraine Cloth-
ier. 
It was pleasing to be able to display the beautifully pre-
pared and presented photographic archive album of the 
winners of The Australian Ladies’ Amateur Champion-
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From the President 

A s the newly elected President, I look forward to the 
year ahead working with the Committee and to the 

continuing support of the Members to achieve the objec-
tives of the Society. 
Since the Society 's inception considerable progress has 
been made with the Museum Collection. We proudly ex-
hibited a small selection at the recently held Victorian 
Golf Association Centenary Dinner. We would be grate-
ful if at any time Members could assist with donations of 
suitable items for the Museum. 
Next year we will continue to arrange the regular golfing 
events and dinners. We look forward to your support and 
participation.. 
As the year 2002 comes to a close, may I on behalf of the 
Committee wish you all the joys of the Festive Season 
and good golfing in the New Year. 
 
Keith H. Wood AM 



M any golf courses used mule-drawn water wagons 
to irrigate golf course turfgrass around the 1850s. 

The practice of watering putting surfaces originated in 
Scotland in the 1880s. By 1894, St. Andrews in Scotland 
had sunk a well for this purpose. 

In 1897, the Twin Comet Lawn Sprinkler, developed by 
the E. Stebbins Manufacturing Company in Springfield, 
MA, was placed on the market. This was one of the first 
gear-driven lawn sprinklers to be mass produced in the 
United States. 

Pioneers of the Early 1900s 

One of the first inventors to obtain a patent for a sprin-
kling system was Charles Skinner of Troy, Ohio. He de-
veloped a system of galvanized piping with holes spaced 
two feet apart to water large areas. In 1904, John Ross of 
Pasadena, CA was the first to manufacture sprinkler 
heads for lawn and garden use. L.B. Harris invented one 
of the first gear driven sprinkler heads, the "Harris Pre-
cipitator" in 1910. 

Another pioneer, W. Van Thompson, founded the 
Thompson Manufacturing Company in Pasadena in 
1907. By 1915, the Thompson revolving arm roller 
sprinkler was being used on golf greens and at the Los 
Angeles CC in 1918. This was also one of the first clubs 
to install pipe and quick-coupler valves around WW I. 

L.R. Nelson, the oldest, continuous, single-family owned 
irrigation business, developed a sprinkler for turf in 
1906. Nelson is credited with the development of one of 
the early large traveling sprinklers. Nelson worked with 
the B.F. Goodrich Company to develop a five-inch hose 
that could be dragged along to work with the sprinkler. 

George Moody developed the automatic sequencing, 
hydraulic controller in 1922. This was a major develop-
ment and greatly influenced the creation of automatic 
sprinkler irrigation, which is a large industry today. 

Another individual, W.A. Buckner, developed the first 
slow-rotating, hoseless sprinkler irrigation system. One 
was installed at Pebble Beach GC in 1912. Buckner fur-
ther developed the quick-coupling valve, the sand resis-
tant bearing, and the cam-driven sprinkler head. The 
Buckner name lives today in Fresno, CA under the 
name, "Buckner by Storm." 

Pop-up sprinklers represent an important advancement 
in irrigation technology. John Brooks designed a brass 
pop-up turf sprinkler in 1916. By 1926, he had devel-
oped an electric timer that activated a hydraulic control-
ler. When combined with the sprinkler heads, the clock 
made automatic irrigation a reality. By the 1930s, pop-
up sprinklers made of brass were quite common. These 
were fixed-spray heads and were made of brass due to 2 

A Brief History of Golf Course  
Irrigation.  
Author Dr. Kent W. Kurtz 

ship from inception to present day. We must acknowledge 
the generosity of Women’s Golf Australia who made the 
photographic records available and also covered the cost  
of reproducing them. Mesdames Wakeham and Summer-
field spent many hours researching this project and com-
piling the photographs into the splendid album. The 
Men’s Amateur Champions are proving a more difficult 
challenge. 
 
We note with great sadness the recent deaths of Miss Nin 
Hirst and Mrs. June Griffith. They were both great sup-
porters of the GSA, particularly June who attended all 
activities, both golfing and social. It should be noted that 
she was the number one qualifier in the President’s Tro-
phy only a couple of weeks before she died. 
 
Following the AGM Mrs. Rosemary Wakeham retired as 
Honorary Secretary having served in that position for 9 
years. Her dedication to the Society was recognised by 
honouring her  Life Membership of the GSA. 
 
Mrs. Di Kiriacou and Mrs. Ruth Summerfield retired also 
and special tribute must be paid to Ruth for her efforts 
towards the betterment of the Society and her wise coun-
sel at all times. 
 
Mrs. Ann Reynolds assumes the role of Hon. Sec. And 
join Mrs. Viv Beer and Mr. Barry Donaldson who have 
been elected to the 2003 committee. 
 
Members and their guests enjoyed 3 dinner meetings dur-
ing the year with varied , and sometimes provocative, 
speakers. Numbers have again been satisfactory and the 
final dinner for the year, held at Kingston Heath Golf 
Club had excellent member support as representatives 
from the R & A and the Royal Canadian Golf Association  
were in attendance. An enthusiastic group under the guid-
ance of President  Mr. Tom Moore from the Golf Collec-
tors Society, which is based in Sydney was also in atten-
dance  A nine hole hickory match was also played during  
the afternoon prior to the dinner. 
 
This edition of the Long Game has been compiled and 
published by Mr. Roy Paterson with the support of the 
editorial committee. Having arranged for the continuation 
of publication it is most gratifying to be in print on a regu-
lar basis once again.  
 
I have enjoyed thoroughly my two years as President of 
the Golf Society of Australia and wish the new President, 
Mr. Keith Wood AM  every success for his term of office. 
Anne Court 



the metal's resistance to corrosion. In the Midwest, two 
brothers, Daniel and Bernard Wright of Chicago, com-
bined their business with the Mueller Brass Company 
of Port Huron, Michigan to form an enterprise known 
as Muellermist. The company offered a complete un-
derground turf sprinkler irrigation system with a ball-
drive pop-up head as early as 1932. 

Some of the earliest golf courses to install irrigation 
systems in the United States were Long Island's Na-
tional Golf Links, the Merion Golf Club, and Pinehurst. 
When the game of golf spread West, golf course archi-
tects realized that without irrigation, building and 
maintaining courses was impossible. 

 Rainbird 

 During the depression years the Rainbird Company 
was being launched in Gledora, CA by Orten Engle-
hardt and Clement LeFetra. Englehardt had experi-
mented with two types of sprinkler heads: the gear 
drive which he attempted to construct and the vertical 
impact drive. Finally, he turned his attention toward a 
horizontal impact-drive sprinkler. Englehardt pro-
duced the prototype in 1932, and the patent was issued 
in 1934. Englehardt revolutionized landscape irriga-
tion in the 1930s with his invention. This innovative 
design had fewer moving parts than most other sprin-
klers of the time, and they were more dependable and 
less expensive. By 1935, Englehardt wanted to return 
to farming, so LeFetra and his wife, Mary Elizabeth, 
assumed the manufacturing and sales rights to Engle-
hardt's invention. The Rainbird tradition had begun. 

One of the first turf customers for Rainbird was the Los 
Angeles Country Club.  

Post World War II 

One of the first country clubs to employ a fully-
automatic irrigation system in California was Brent-
wood Country Club in Los Angeles in the early 1950s. 
Brentwood achieved wall-to-wall coverage using 
Buckner sprinkler heads and valves and Moody con-
trollers. The entire 18-hole system cost Brentwood 
$120,000. 

Hunter  

By this time, the full impact on the market by the irri-
gation industry had not been seen. In Riverside, CA, L.
J. Hunter founded the Hunter Engineering Company. 
Along with his two sons, Edwin and Joe, he began 
making tubing for portable sprinklers. In 1952, Edwin 
founded Moist-O-Matic in Riverside to commercialize 
soil moisture sensors. But in a very short time, Edwin's 
inventiveness resulted in the development of a smaller 
diameter sprinkler head to compete with the standard 
impact type head that had the greatest share of the mar-
ket. Hunter's invention was a gear-driven, slow-
rotating, plastic pop-up head which exhibited great reli-
ability and uniform applications of water. 

Edwin Hunter became a prolific inventor and also de-
veloped the valve-in-head sprinkler. Before his death in 

the 1990s, he held over 60 irrigation patents. In 1962, 
Hunter sold his business to the Toro Company and con-
tinued his career as an employee of Toro. But in the late 
1970s, he decided to leave Toro to pursue other interests. 
Hunter, always the innovator, formed a new company in 
1980--Hunter Industries, which has since grown to be-
come a full-service line supplier to the irrigation indus-
try. He began producing and marketing plastic gear-
driven sprinkler heads. Most recently, Hunter Industries 
began manufacturing a computerized irrigation control-
ler and other gear-driven sprinklers for the golf market. 

The Toro Company 

 After the Toro Company purchased Moist-O-Matic in 
1962, it branched out to become one of the leaders in the 
irrigation market. Since the early 1960s, Toro has been 
manufacturing and marketing large-radius, gear-driven, 
valve-in-head, pop-up sprinklers. Within the past dec-
ade, Toro introduced a fully computerized irrigation sys-
tem for turfgrass on golf courses and athletic fields. Toro 
remains the only manufacturer of turf maintenance 
equipment that also owns an irrigation division. 

Later Years 

Today, computerized water management systems are 
available to all turf managers. These systems may be 
combined with weather stations, which allow the 
turfgrass to be irrigated in conjunction with the 
evapotranspiration of the site. The use of reclaimed wa-
ter and fertigation technology continue to be introduced 
and improved upon as a less expensive method of irri-
gating golf courses. Irrigation has played a major role in 
enabling golf course architects and superintendents to 
elevate the sport of golf to its current state. 

Dr. Kent W. Kurtz has been a professor of turfgrass 
science at California State Polytechnic University 
Pomona for more than 30 years. COPYRIGHT 2000 
Adams Business Media 
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1  What unusual golfing feat occurred on February 6th 
1971? 
2  What was the unusual feature of the recorded length 
of the holes played in the first British Open? 
3  Who is the veteran US golfer, named after one of the 
months of the year? 
4  To combat Arnies Army, Lee Trevino called his fans 
what? 
5  What specific area of golfing equipment was regu-
lated in 1947? 
6  The British Amateur was first held in 1855 at which 
course? 
7  In 1882 the world’s first handicap event was played 
for a silver trophy known as what? 
8  How long is a player permitted to wait for an over-
hanging  ball to drop into the hole? 
9  Name two of Australia’s team in the 1986 Dunhill 
Cup? 
10  In 1970 who was the Australian who recorded the 
lowest score ever in a major event in Australia? 

Golf Trivia Quiz (answers page 5) 
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 Quite simply and incredibly his summer holidays were 
spent entering 20 major championships, winning 13, com-
ing second in five and at the veteran's age of 28 he retired 
forever from competitive golf. He had, of course, not 
earned a nickel from the game so he started to earn some 
money to keep his wife and three children. He made for 
Hollywood, with a string of stars, 16 15-minute movies 
about playing the game, which amazingly were a hit in the 
movie theatres of three continents. He did a radio talk 
show, he wrote a weekly column - the most exact, finest, 
instructional writing that we have. 
 
Finally he was diagnosed with a very rare, progressive de-
generative disease of the spinal cord for which there was no 
cure and still isn't.  
 
His last public visit to Scotland was in his middle 50s when 
the Provost of St Andrews gave him the freedom of a city 
Jones said "has a sensitivity and ability to extend cordiality 
in ingenious ways." He hobbled off to his electric cart and 
began to propel himself slowly down the aisle as the audi-
ence stirred to a single voice and rose to sing Will Ye No 
Come Back Again. The start of the hobble and the fact of 
the cart were enough to remind us that he never would.  
 
The last two years we were rightly not allowed to see him, 
that tortured wraith of 65 lbs. I pray he was well sedated at 
the end.  
 
On the last day he turned to his wife - to whom he had, as 
an old friend put it in his old-fashioned way, kept the faith - 
and said: "Is this all there is to it?" and died in his sleep just 
before his 70th birthday.  
As a boy, on his first round of St Andrews, he played badly 
and he withdrew from the championship and threw a little 
temper tantrum. It was his first and his last. He made what 
he called a general apology and later he wrote: "In golf and 
maybe in life too it is not enough to play by the rules, if 
you don't play by the etiquette it's not worth a damn."  
 
I suppose what we saw, what we had in him, was some-
thing rarer than a great athlete, writer, artist, actor, com-
poser, statesman - a masterpiece of a human life.  
So at a time when across the globe many nations and two 
civilisations are busy deploring each other's national char-
acter I thought it might be useful for a change to talk about 
one human being who everybody, of every nation who met 
him, agreed was a credit to his race - the human race that is.  
 
I've written and spoken a good deal about Bob Jones down 
many years of watching him, covering, being with him, 

(Continued on page 5) 

O n Sunday 17 March, St Patrick's Day, in the eve-
ning there will take place a span of celebration din-

ners from New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, to sev-
eral cities in the United States and across the ocean, most 
notably, to Scotland, to celebrate the 100th birthday of 
the only American, 200 years after Benjamin Franklin, to 
be given the freedom of the city, or burgh, of St An-
drews.  
 
What we might call the "shrine dinner" was set for At-
lanta, Georgia, the birthplace of the man I'm talking 
about - Robert Tyre Jones - lawyer, scholar, engineer and 
forever amateur golfer who in the summer of 1930 per-
formed a feat never accomplished before or since - to win 
in succession all four of the major golf championships in 
one year, which in those days meant the British Amateur 
championship, the British Open, the American Open and 
the American Amateur.  
 
Like Alexander, having conquered all known worlds, he 
retired. But this talk is not to be about the greatest golfer 
of his day, it's a memoir and personal recollection of, I do 
believe, the most singular human character I have ever 
known.  
 
The standard reservation to make now is to say of course 
he was no saint, we always toss in this reminder, forget-
ting along the way that the early behaviour of some of the 
saints was not so saintly either.  
 
So then, on St Patrick's Day 1902 in Atlanta, Georgia, 
was born, to a young middle-aged southern lawyer and 
his wife, a son. Almost from babyhood he was enfeebled 
by a puzzling disease which later he called "a digestive 
system that did everything but digest".  
In those days the automatic remedy for any affliction - 
from flat feet, to a brain tumour - was to take a vacation 
in a balmy climate. But the Joneses were already in a 
balmy climate and Mr. and Mrs. Jones took up golf and 
lugged the four year old along with a sawn-off club. 
What for? To do him good.  
 
Well his disease vanished as mysteriously as it had ar-
rived and he took to hitting a ball the way other boys take 
to kicking or throwing a ball.  
 
He watched the new Scottish pro. He was a marvellous 
mimic and the gift passed over to driving a ball and 
pitching and chipping a ball, and by the time of his teens 
he had invented shots nobody else had thought of. His 
early prowess was such that he was, at 14, Georgia ama-
teur champion, at 15, with America in the First War, 
touring the country with the reigning professional golfer 
giving exhibitions for the Red Cross. At 15 too he had 
done with school. He went to Georgia's famous Institute 
of Technology to take the four-year engineering degree. 
He took it in two and a half years. 
So on to Harvard for an honours degree in English litera-
ture. While there, picking up the United States Open 

Memory of a true great. (an extract) 
Alistair Cooke’s Letter from America 17th March 2002-Bobby Jones’ birthday 

Championship during his summer vacation.  
At 24 he decided to become a lawyer and he went back to 
Atlanta to Emory University to take the four-year course. 
But towards the end of his second year he thought he'd like 
to see how tough was the bar examination. He took it, 
passed it easily, so he left colleges forever, became a law-
yer and so remained for life.  



(Continued from page 4) 
from his last appearance at Augusta, way back to his first 
appearance at Lytham St Anne's in 1926. I was 17 and 
within hearing distance of the roar that went up for that 
magical shot to the 17th green that sealed the match and his 
first British championship.  
 
The best I can do to sum up my long view of him is to say 
over what I wrote in my history of America 28 years ago. 
"The 1920s were a prosperous, garish, pleasure-bent, often 
vulgar decade, during which New York city started the col-
ourful custom of paying tribute to national gods with what 
were called "ticker tape parades" up Broadway - mainly for 
generals, admirals, aviators. "There was one peculiar 
choice, but in him the 1920s were saluting not so much an 
athlete but unknowingly an old ideal in the moment of its 
passing - he was Robert Tyre Jones, a weekend golfer but 
the best of his time.  
 
"He had a grace and charm, on and off the course, that 
made him the idol of two continents - and that to people 
who did not know a putter from a shovel and had only the 
weekly newsreels in the movie houses to go on. "His uni-
versal appeal was obviously not as a golfer. What then?  
  
The word that comes to mind is one that is fast becoming 
an extinct word, with no meaning to present generations 
except as an obsolete class distinction - the word is a gen-
tleman. "Meaning in Bob Jones's case a combination of 
goodness, modesty and social ease, unwavering courtesy, 
self-deprecation, but first and at all times an alert consid-
eration for other people.  
 
"As for the last dreadful 20-odd years of his life even that 
long decline was heroic. The American golf historian Her-
bert Warren Wind has said it better than anybody in the 
fewest words: 'As a young man he was able to stand up to 
just about the best that life can offer and throughout the 
later years he stood with equal grace to just about the 
worst'."  
 
I had the honour from time to time of sharing a teaspoon or 
two of what I call "the twilight wine of Scotland". with Bob 
Jones and he agreed with me about its power to heal. So 
raise a glass this evening to toast the now immortal mem-
ory of Robert Tyre Jones, a man of unnatural courage and 
lovely humanity.  
Editor’s Note  
In future issues of the Long Game we will be featuring (in 
two or more installments) further notes on Bobby Jones 
compiled by Mr. John Snell and delivered as an address to 
a dinner meeting of Society members in 1983.  
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Trivia Quiz Answers 
1 First golf shot on the moon 
2 Distances were given in yards, feet, and inches. 
3 Don January 
4 Lee’s Fleas 
5 Grips. 
6 Hoylake 
7 The Cashmere Cup. 
8 10 seconds (rule 16-1h) 
9 Greg Norman. David Graham, Rodger Davis. 
10 Bill Dunk (60– N.B.N. Tournament, Newcastle) 

O ne of the pleasant duties that fall to an editor is 
to occasionally be given the opportunity to re-

view newly published books. The pleasure is even 
greater when it is a well written treatise. 
 
Such a book is John Scarth’s “A round Forever”, a 
well documented and illustrated story of one of Aus-
tralia’s foremost families connected with the main-
stream of Australian golf…… The Morcom’s. A dy-
nasty associated with golf course design, construction 
disciplines and course management. 
 
Early in the book John Scarth underlines the Morcom 
family relationship on the maternal side with redesign 
and modification of St. Andrews through Davey 
Robertson, Michael Allen (Mick) Morcom’s great 
grandfather! Mick was born in 1876, married just be-
fore the end of the 19th century and fathered two sons, 
Afton Michael Morcom and Hedley Vernon Morcom 
and thus a strong influence on continuity of golf 
course design was begun. 
 
“A round Forever” is a book that should be in the li-
braries and book collections of all of the eighty-one 
named golf clubs that utilised the services of the Mor-
com family in design, modification and construction of 
their golf courses. These include Royal Melbourne, 
Barwon Heads, Victoria, Torquay, Kingston Heath, 
Spring Valley et al. 
 
The book would also be worth having in all of the 
other Australian golf clubs that had no connection with 
the Morcom family, particularly for the simply stated 
six golf course architectural rules stipulated by H. 
Vernon Morcom in 1945. 
 
It is also a book that anyone with a love for the history 
of golf in Australia would cherish.  
 ISBN 0 646 39855 5 
Roy Paterson 
 
Next issue we will review Paul Daley’s latest book 
“Golf Architecture– volume 1” 

Adults left to right Afton M. Morcom, Michael A Mor-
com and his  wife, H Vernon Morcom and grandchildren 

“A round Forever” by John 
Scarth--- a brief book review. 



 A t the first three holes they have two main roads to 
cross, but in my design of the new course I did 

away with this part of the ground, and laid it out in two 
loops of nine holes, thus giving alternative starting-off 
places at the first and tenth teeing grounds.  
 
Some of the new ground taken in is even better than the 
old, and it consists of similar white sand.   When explor-
ing the new ground, which was covered with shrub and 
tea trees, I was being continually warned to keep my eve 
on my step instead of on the horizon, as there were 
snakes about, but the only one we saw seemed to be 
more afraid of us than we were of it, and I doubt if, in 
any case, the Australian Snake is very poisonous. 
 
It would bore my readers to give a 
description of the suggested new 
holes of the Royal Melbourne Golf 
course, and it may be sufficient to 
say that the course will be fully 
6,500 yards in length, that there will 
be four short holes, all different and 
all most   exciting and interesting, 
and that the longer holes will all be 
visible for the approach shot, and 
will necessitate the most accurate 
placing of the tee and second shot to 
obtain a good score. 
 
The Metropolitan, Kingston Heath 
and Victoria Golf Courses, which I 
also advised upon in Melbourne 
were on sandy ground similar to that of the Royal Mel-
bourne course. The Metropolitan is an old course, and    
one of the most attractive features about it was the trees 
and shrubs surrounding the course. Originally the land 
consisted of plain fields but trees have been planted in a 
most artistic manner so that now there are verve irregu-
lar clumps of pleasing trees and shrubs surrounding the 
course.  
Victoria and Kingston Heath are new courses, and both I 
think, will turn out very good. The greens of the Victoria 
course have been sown with Chewings fescue. 
 
When I was there they had a beautifully true putting sur-
face, free from weeds but I have no doubt they will have 
a similar experience to that of clubs in Britain and 
America, and that the fescues will die from constant 
mowing with the result that it will be necessary to re-
place them with bent grasses Fescues, I may add, die 
from mowing because the growth is from the apex and 
not the base of the stem as in agrostic grasses.  
 
Kingston Heath Club had not done any bunkering as 
they were awaiting my visit but the fairways and greens 
had been beautifully made by Morcom. The Royal Mel-
bourne greenkeeper, and I have never seen fairways 
where the artificial undulations have been made with a 
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more natural appearance.  
 
Near Melbourne I visited two other courses. One of 
them, Flinders, had most attractive sea views and the 
other, Barwon Heads, consisted of most delightful sand 
dunes somewhat reminiscent of Cruden Bay in Scotland 
and Sandwich in England. 
 
The promoter at Barwon Heads is a well-known sports-
man named Barney Mann. He was the originator of the 
tale told to schoolboys of the boy who was rowing in a 
boat race and who when his oar broke, immediately 
jumped overboard to lessen the weight and barely es-
caped death by diving under the umpire's launch which 

was following 
the race.  
 
My visit to the 
M e l b o u r n e 
district was 
very much 
appreciated as 
there is a great 
boom in golf 
there, and all 
the clubs I 
visited had 
long waiting 
lists While I 
was in Mel-
bourne I was 
informed that 

visitors from Australia to England had been making ex-
haustive enquiries in regard to there choice of a golf ar-
chitect for three years previous to my visit before finally 
deciding to choose me and in this connection a golf 
writer in one of the Melbourne papers stated: -- 
"Doctor Mackenzie is considered the most accomplished 
links architect the game has ever known and every time 
that prominent golfers have an opportunity of coming in 
contact with his work they stand amazed at both the ra-
pidity with which his quick mind decides on points of 
golfing value, and the simplicity of the things he sug-
gests for the complete revolution of the hole he is deal-
ing with. 
There was at first a fear abroad that if the suggestions he 
made were carried out there would be an immense 
amount of expense entailed, but actual experience has 
proved that he can work wonders that will run the Club 
into comparatively little money." 
 
In Sydney they have good golfing ground. The Royal 
Sydney Golf Club at Rose Bay possesses a course of a 
somewhat similar character to St. Andrews. They have 
an excellent Secretary, Colonel Bertram, who had a dis-
tinguished career during the War, and who takes a keen 
interest in golf architecture and whose knowledge is 
very sound.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Round the World on a Golf Tour  
(continued from the last edition) 

By DR A. MACKENZIE 

Layout accentuated 
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P eter Bell Rosenhain was born on the 2nd January 
1924 in the family home at Brighton. Accounts of 

his early life are of a happy, loving family despite the 
experience of the depression that hit them quite se-
verely. 
 
School years began at Grimwade House where he went 
on to be captain of the house and captain of Under ll 
cricket and football.  
 
Study at Melbourne University was interrupted by 
WW2 and in 1942 he commenced his Air Force training 
at Western Junction. He was then posted to operations 
with the RAF 15 squadron, based at Mildenhall, Suf-
folk. He piloted Lancasters and completed 34 opera-
tional flights, a significant achievement, given that of 
the 77,000 deaths in RAF during the war, 58,000 of 
these were in Bomber Command. He was consequently 
awarded the DFC. 
 
He was a pioneer of the Rosebery Golf Club and con-
tributed to the construction of the first clubhouse on the 
new course on the slopes of Mt Read. This is still a 
most attractive course. 
In 1957 Peter met his wife Pat. They were subsequently 
married in 1958. Immediately after their marriage they 
moved to Quarry Road, Mitcham. Here Peter discov-
ered his love of native landscaping and gardening. A 
chance meeting with Glen Wilson a forward-looking 
landscaper led to a productive friendship resulting in 3 
wonderful gardens at Mitcham, Donvale and Shoreham.  
 
These were boom times in mineral exploration and Pe-
ter went to work for Freeport for 8 years. After retiring 
from Freeport, Peter and Pat moved to Shoreham where 
Peter put his energy into another garden, which is su-
perb. Sandy paths wind through bird-filled, flowering 
trees and shrubs. These paths are known to his grand 
children as Didda's roads.  
 
Peter led a full and happy life, and his contribution to 
the Golf Society is acknowledged. 
 
Extracts of the Eulogy to Peter by his daughter.  

Peter Rosenhain  1924-2002 
A Brief Obituary 

(Continued from page 6) 
 
The Australian golf course at Kensington is of a very 
spectacular sand-dune type, but I do not think the design 
is quite so good as at Rose Bay.  
 
At Sydney I made an entirely new course for the New 
South Wales Golf Club at a place called La Perouse. This 
is a sand-dune peninsula which overlooks Botanv Bay 
and presents, I think, more spectacular views than any 
other place I know, with the possible exception of the 
new Cypress Point golf course I am doing on the Del 
Monte peninsula in California. 
 
The Brisbane golf courses are not so spectacular, but the 
ground of the Royal Queensland Golf Club consists of 
sand, and has many pleasing minor undulations although 
no big spectacular sand dunes.     The Brisbane and In-
dooropilly golf courses are good but not of a sandy na-
ture. At Indooropilly they had one or two temporary 
holes, and I made a complete new course for them there.   
I think, too, that it ought to be very good, as there are 
very pleasing natural features and undulations.  
 
The Brisbane course has excellent greens consisting of 
blue couch. What they call couch grass in Australia is the 
same as doob grass in India and Bermuda grass in Amer-
ica.  At Brisbane they have a very fine strain of Bermuda 
grass, which makes excellent greens.  
To be continued. 

Membership News 
The following new members have been admitted and 
welcomed to the Society 
Mr. Mathew Randall Doughty 
Mr. Max Findlay 
Mr. Clifford Arthur George 
Mr. Noel Lindsay Terry 
Mr. Phillip Anthony Wood 
Mrs. Margaret Claire Wood 
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The Golf Society sadly records the passing of 
two dear members. 
Miss E.(Nin) Hirst and Miss E. June Griffith  

Golf is a game whose aim is to hit a very small ball into 
an even smaller hole, with weapons singularly ill-
designed for the purpose.——Winston Churchill 
 
If I had my way, I’d never let the sand be raked. Instead, 
I’d run a herd of elephants through them every morn-
ing.—–Charles Blair McDonald— Golf Course Archi-
tect on the introduction of the sand rake—–1920. 
 
Yes I had a really great par at the fifth.—Andrew Car-
negie—– on the same day he sold his steel business for 
US$250 million 

Some Quotes 
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Below: The ninth- Victoria Golf Club 

Below: Robert Layet  and Roy Paterson 

Left Val Mitchell and Pat Kruse at the AGM 
Below: Ann Reynolds on the first tee at the Hick-
ory Match —RMGC 
Below Left—Patron Peter Thomson at the KHGC 
Dinner. 

Participants in the Doug Bachli Trophy October 2002 

Compliments of the season to all 

Left: Marjorie Nadalin and John Wilson 
 
Below: Paul Daley,  Norm Davies and Alan Caffery 


