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Inside this issue: From the President 

The Society commenced the 
year with two very successful 
events to recognise a 
renowned Scottish golfer David 
Strath, who died in Melbourne. 

A headstone was erected and 
dedicated at the Melbourne 
General Cemetery, followed a 
week later with a dinner at 
Royal Melbourne. 

Dr David Malcolm, a Scottish 
historian, in his address talked 
of the evolution of golf in the 
mid 1850’s and the part Strath 
played in the development of 
the game to the format that we 
would recognise today. 

The year ahead promises to 
be fulfilling with golfing events 
and dinners planned. 

Your new Committee is very 
enthusiastic to encourage 
awareness in the golfing 
community of the need to 
preserve history and for all to 
participate and be part of 
tomorrow’s history. 

The Golf Club Historians 
Group is expanding into the 
country districts with a recent 
well-supported visit to the 
Geelong District meeting at 
Barwon Heads. 

Please mark your diaries with 
all the forthcoming events.   

Happy and successful golfing 
in 2006. 

K H  Wood AM 

President 
Top:  The Burtta Cheney Trophy - joint winners—June Lane and Avice 

Cooke.  Below: Bernice Davis on the 5th, where she was Nearest the Pin. 

Hickory Day at 

Kingston Heath 

Above:   Noel Terry, whose 

research located the ‘lost’ 

grave of David Strath 

Below:   GSA President, Keith 

Wood and Dr David Malcolm 

at the unveiling 

Report pages 4-5, and 

photographs on page 8 
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Roy Patterson joined the Committee of the GSA in 1998 and 

remained in that role until his death in October 2005.   

He was an enthusiast in everything he did and was an excellent 

contributor to Committee.  In 2002 Roy became Editor of The 

Long Game and took on this role with his customary zest — 

sourcing articles, taking photographs, and creating the crossword 

puzzles.   With a wealth of ‘IT’ knowledge, he encouraged 

communication via email and created the Society’s web site. 

In 2004 Roy was elected Treasurer of the Society, and although 

becoming ill soon afterwards, continued to fulfil the role until 

shortly before his death. 

Roy was an active Committee Member at Kingston Heath Golf 

Club.   

Vale - Roy Patterson 

Vale - John Lindsay 

From  

Kingston Heath Golf Club  

December 2005 Newsletter 

Obituaries in several 

newspapers and magazines are 

an indication of the extent of 

the achievements of John 

Lindsay, who died suddenly 

following surgery on his foot, 

in January 2006. 

John was a champion golfer 

and well-respected 

administrator, having been a 

Director of Victoria Golf Club 

for two terms 13 years apart.  

He was in the second year of 

Club Presidency when he died.   

In nominating John Lindsay 

for Life Membership of the GSA 

at the AGM in 2005, President 

Keith Wood AM, said:   

“I am pleased to advise 

that the Committee has 

nominated John Lindsay for 

Life Membership.  John 

joined the Society in 1985, 

joined the Committee in 

1986 and was elected 

Treasurer in 1998, a position 

he held until 2004.  John 

was Editor of The Long 

Game for a number of 

years.  [He produced the first 

issue in 1996.  Ed] 

He is a member of Royal 

Melbourne and Victoria, 

where he was the Captain for 

four years and now holds the 

office of President.  As a 

leading amateur he won the 

V i c t o r i a n  A m a t e u r 

Championship in 1968, 1970 

and 1983.  He captained the 

Victorian State Team in 1973-

74 and won the Riversdale 

Cup in 1983.   

John has given a lifetime to 

golf and golf administration. 

I  have  p l easu re  i n 

nominating John Lindsay for 

Life Membership of the Golf 

Society of Australia.” 

John was elected unanimously. 

John on the tee at St Andrews 
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Next function:   

Dinner—Kingston Heath  

Monday April 10 

Speaker: Trevor Herden, 

Tournament Director, Golf 

Australia  

Trevor has many years 

experience involved with 

major golf events including 

as a Tournament Director 

in the USA and Australia.  

Coming up:   

Don Lawrence Trophy 

Monday  May 29  - Kew  

Dinner   

Monday June 19 — Victoria 

2006 Committee: 

President:  Keith Wood AM 

Secretary:  Janet Hibbins 

Treasurer:  Ian Rennick 

Committee: 

Michael Clayton 
Daryl Cox 

Barry Donaldson 

Lindsay Gitsham 
Elizabeth Hodgkins 

Noel Terry 
Dick Kirby (Golf Australia rep) 

For the diary: 

Vale 

We record with regret, the 

passing of:   

D D (David) Haig 

J D L (John) Lindsay 

R C A (Roy) Patterson 

M (Michael) Webb 

Roy Patterson and John Lindsay 

were Committee Members of the 

Society, and amongst other roles, 

both acted as Honorary Treasurer 

and Editor of The Long Game.   

 See Obituaries—facing page 

Recent New Members 

Margaret Appleton 
Muriel Lawrence 

Norie Macleod 

Ray Turner 
Francis Bryant 

Glen McCully 
Tim Gale 

Maurice Duncan 

Paul Burgess 
Peter Gompertz 

Michael Gitsham 
Michael Croyle 

Donald Dunne (NSW) 

Murray Cropley 
Brian O’Sullivan (Qld) 

Ranald Macdonald 
Leila Robinson 

Bob Stannard 
Paul Fitz 

David Greenhill 

Tom Duguid 
Moira Drew 

Gerald Rawson 

AGU & WGA become ‘Golf Australia’ 

The amalgamation of the Australian Golf Union and Women’s Golf Aus-

tralia has been agreed, and the new entity, Golf Australia, formed.   

An six-member interim Board, made up of three AGU and three WGV 

appointees, has been appointed for a two year term.  They are:  Vivien 

Beer, John Buckley, Tom Crothers, Carol Humphreys, David Martin and 

Judy Onto.  

Hickory Day— Kingston 
Heath 12 March 2006 

Results:   

Frank Shepherd Trophy:  

Lindsay Gitsham  13 pts 

Burtta Cheney Trophy: 

June Lane & Avice Cooke 

(joint winners)  10 pts 

Longest Drive: 

Men:  Peter Gompertz 

Women:  June Lane 

Nearest the Pin: 

Men:  Lindsay Gitsham 

Women:  Bernice Davis 

Another Research Success! 

Australian golf researchers must surely be ’flavour of the month’ in Scotland.   After his recent visit, Dr David 

Malcolm was keen to return to St Andrews to report on the outcome of Noel Terry’s research into the fate of 

David Strath, as told elsewhere in this issue. 

An article detailing their research and findings has been prepared and readers of the British Golf Collectors 

Society magazine Through the Green should see this in the near future.   

They might also have noticed a recent article by Barry Leithhead about another golfer ‘lost’ in Australia — P C 

Anderson, 1893 British Amateur Champion who migrated to Australia in 1896.  In this case, he was not difficult 

to find, nor was the story tragic— although he had suffered from pleurisy and sought an improved climate.  

Anderson spent time in Geelong, winning six Club Championships there before moving to Perth in 1904.   The 

AGU Museum holds one of his golf clubs—used in winning the British Amateur Championships.   

Research undertaken by GSA Member, Peter Andrew, and donated to the Museum, was of great assistance to 

Barry, as were reference books in the library.  Barry’s research will be re-printed in the next issue. 
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One of game's great 
mysteries was solved recently 
with some fine detective work 
by golf historians at opposite 
ends of the earth.  

For nearly 15 years Dr David 
Malcolm has been on the trail 
of 1876 British Open runner-up 
David Strath who seemingly 
disappeared without a trace 
after boarding the sailing ship 
Eurynome bound for Melbourne 
from Liverpool in October 
1878. 

That was the last anyone 
heard of the man who tied Bob 
Martin in the Open and then 
refused to take part in a play-
off because there was a rules 
decision pending after an 
incident on the Road Hole. 
Officials said they would not 
announce their ruling until after 
the play-off so Martin won by 
default. The incident caused a 
sensation among the heavy 
betting Scots at the time 
because Strath was regarded 
as the better player and was 
the only man who could beat 
Young Tom Morris, the Tiger 
Woods of his day, on a regular 
basis. 

The impetus to re-open this 
cold case came from Malcolm 
who is co-writing a biography 
of Old Tom Morris. The only 
hard fact he had was the 
sailing date and it was 
assumed that Strath, then aged 
29, died at sea.  The case was 
finally cracked by Noel Terry, a 
Royal Melbourne member and 
golf historian who painstakingly 
dredged through old public 
records and newspaper reports 
and discovered that Strath 
actually lay in an unmarked 
grave at the Melbourne 
Cemetery. 

In February a headstone 
provided by The Golf Society of 
Australia and the golf clubs of 
St Andrews in Scotland was 
unveiled in the Presbyterian 
section of the cemetery and 
Malcolm and Terry had GSA 
members enthralled when they 
told their story at a dinner at 
Royal Melbourne.  

Sadly,  Strath only survived 
the 84-day journey by 20 days 
and died, apparently of 
consumption, as tuberculosis 
was then known. The 
Eurynome's records showed 
that he had been seriously ill for 
the last 45 days of the voyage 
and probably knew he was 
dying because he gave the 
ship's master, Captain Cooper, 
20 pounds for his wife and 
three young children back in 
North Berwick.   

Terry at first thought his 
reason for coming to Australia 
was to set up shop and ply his 
trade but no golf equipment 
was found with him or listed on 
the ship's cargo manifest. 
Further research revealed that 
three of his five brothers, 
including Andrew who won the 
Open in 1865, all died of 
consumption and he came to 
Australia for health reasons. 
This theory was strengthened 
by his death certificate that 
showed he died next door to 
the home of Professor Halford 
in Nicholson Street, Fitzroy. 
Halford had done his medical 
studies at St Andrews and 
established the School of 
Medicine at Melbourne 
University. 

The discovery of the grave 
was big news in Scotland, said 
Malcolm, a doctor who 
specialises in molecular 

genetics. "The balloon went up 
at St Andrews," he said. "This 
guy is a folk hero over there 
because of the way he was 
robbed of the Open 
Championship in 1876." At the 
time the field was small and 
other players were using the 
Old Course at the same time. 
Strath's approach to the 17th 
green hit someone not in the 
championship on the ankle as 
he putted out and he protested 
to officials. 

Strath was said to be so 
unnerved by the incident that 
he took seven up the last to fall 
back into a tie with Martin on 
176 for the two rounds. Added 
Terry: "Quite rightly he said, 'I 
am not coming back to play 18 
holes if afterwards I'm going to 
be disqualified'. Under the rules 
of golf as they stood and still 
stand today, the decision 
should have been straight-
forward. He was entitled to 
play the ball from where it 
finished after hitting the other 
player without penalty. In St 
Andrews he has always been 
regarded as the spiritual 
winner of the title." 

Strath would probably be 
pleased that a compatriot 
travelled from Scotland for the 
ceremony, bringing with him 
an impressive golfing history of 
his own. Malcolm is one of only 
10 honorary life members of 
the The New Golf Club of St 
Andrews, like his father and 
grandfather before him, and 
one of a long line of medicos 
started by a forebear who was 
a "surgeon, medicant and 
tooth puller who also cut hair".  

Strath and Young Tom Morris 
helped transform golf into the 
game recognisable today. Until 
they came along, much of the 
interest was in gambling on the 
outcome, with cashed up Scots 
returning from the colonies 

The David Strath story 
By Brendan Moloney 
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eager to back themselves in 
match play. The smart ones 
found themselves a St Andrews 
caddie, who played every 
second shot, and the touring 
professional came into being. 

"The origins of golf bore as 
much resemblance to the 
modern game as the Scottish 
rugby side does to the 
Wallabies," said Malcolm. 
"For a great production you 
need a director, a good stage 
setting, a star, a co-star and 
a supporting cast. And what's 
most important, you need an 
epic battle. Tom Morris was 
the director, the setting was 
St Andrews Links and the 
stars were young Tommy 
Morris and Davie Strath. The 
accompanying cast was Bob 
Kirk, Jamie Anderson, Willie 
Park and  Bob Ferguson and 
a few other walk-on parts. 
Tom Morris came back to St 
Andrews in 1865 because his 
third son was a paraplegic. 
You never hear about Tom 
Morris' other sons. Joff, the 
second son, was a contestant 
in the Open and in fact a 
runner-up. Funny chap, Joff, 
a depressive, having to live in 
the shadow of his big brother 
and his father. The third son, 
John, was born with hip 
dysplasia and never walked. 
He lived his life, to the grand 
of age of 59, dragging 
himself around on a trolley... 

"David Strath was Tommy's 
closest adversary and closest 
friend. The two were first 
matched in the spring of 
1872 and that started the 
whole thing off. They turned 
out in thousands on the links 
to witness this event and 
they had to repeat it a month 
later because David beat 
Tommy. He wasn't supposed 
to. They were betting 4/5 
against him winning. They 

had to meet again at the 
autumn meeting. In years 
after this became the 
standing dish of golfing fare. 
You had to see the matches 
between young Tom Morris 
and David Strath. They played 
at Aberdeen because the 
royal party at Balmoral 
insisted they play there so 
they could witness it.  

"They played at Hoylake and 
Westward Ho and everywhere 
the notices in the press went 
from two column inches to 
half page spreads. Their 
matches even entered the 
'Women's Home Weekly'. 
They took golf from the links 
into the Victorian drawing 
room, from the bars of St 
Andrews into polite society. 
Everybody had to have a 
piece of it after that. Young 
Tommy died on Christmas 
Day 1875 and that sort of put 
paid to it. David Strath went 
on, married and moved to 
North Berwick and played 
matches with Bob Ferguson, 
Willie Park, Mungo Park, 
Davie Park, any Park he could 
find to play on and in and 
with. He made a lot of 
money. 

"When he came to 
Melbourne and his untimely 
end, he had money in his 
pocket. A lot more money 
than you would have 
expected from a penurious 
professional golfer of the day. 
They made a lot of money 
from the silver collections that 
were gathered, back-handers 
from the betting men, and 
from the pots that the town 
councils were putting up to 
have them play their matches 
on their links at Leven and 
North Berwick. They brought 
in revenue from the visitors 
who came in the special trains 
to watch these fantastic 

With thanks to the  

Golf Victoria magazine for 

permission to publish this article 

events. Modern golf was 
born. Exhibition matches 
were there. The golf that 
these guys were playing in 
1880 would be recognisable 
to us today. People were 
flocking to St Andrews to play 
as well and Tom Morris was a 
golf course architect. He 
could build three courses a 
week. Golf was being played 
everywhere and there were 
over 300 courses by 1880.  

Although he had not won 
the Open, David Strath was 
the doyen." 

The inscription on the 

headstone on the grave of 

David Strath — see 

photographs p8. 

More on Noel Terry’s 

research in the next issue. 

DAVID STRATH 

CHAMPION GOLFER 

BORN ST ANDREWS, 

SCOTLAND 1849 

DIED MELBOURNE, 

AUSTRALIA 1879 

And below: 

ERECTED BY 

SUBSCRIPTON FROM 

MEMBERS OF THE GOLF 

CLUBS OF ST ANDREWS, 

SCOTLAND AND THE GOLF 

SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA 
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The 2005 Australian Open Championship at Moonah Links provided the 
large number of spectators the opportunity to see more than great shots 

played with the most modern of golfing equipment.  

The Golf Society again displayed some irreplaceable memorabilia which 

was used in championships in days of yore. 

These items were from the AGU’s Museum at South Melbourne and 

Moonah, together with a remarkable display of old clubs from the Ross 
Baker Collection. 

But more particularly, the GSA's Ross Baker demonstrated how an early 

19th century long-nosed putter was made, using tools of that era.  His 

craftsmanship drew many to the display who took the opportunity to ask 
Ross of the finer points of the ancient club making technique. 

The long-nosed putter crafted during the course of the Open was pre-

sented to the Governor General, Major General Michael Jeffrey following 

the official Championship presentation. 

The stand was manned by Society Members there to explain the memo-
rabilia and to hand out copies of The Long Game and The Brassie.   

The success of the display demonstrated by the number of people at-
tracted to the GSA site both this year and last will ensure that it will be-

come a permanent feature of future Australian Opens.   

In 2006 the venue will be Royal Sydney. 

Keith Wood & Daryl Cox 

named after his father Al. Against 
Woodlands Captain Barry Dono-

van, Ross was 2 down after 2, 

then halved 2 and from the 5th, 
found his rhythm, winning 3 of the 

next 5 holes with the aid of handi-
cap advantage. Another match to 

the Collectors, 3 & 2. 

Noel Terry was against Glenn 

McCully and after some very fine 

golf – the only way Noel plays the 
game –the match was halved. This 

was Glenn’s first attempt to play 
with hickory clubs and his over-

riding feeling was that he did not 

make a fool of himself. The match 
went down to the wire and Glenn 

was two down with four to play 
but won the next three holes. To 

Noel’s credit he made a very good 
par to Glenn’s bogey on the 12th 

hole to square the match.  

Veteran Pro Ian Alexander gave 
Ross Baker 5 strokes over the 12 

holes and called it a gruelling 
match. He won 1 up. Ross admit-

ted they both played some poor 

golf. Ian Hewitt played very well 
to beat Janet Hibbins,  who found 

hickory golf a completely different 
experience, 7 & 5.  

The Societies’ Challenge for 
the Al Howard Trophy was held 
at Woodlands Golf Club, on 
11th October 2005. 

It was a fine day at Woodlands 

GC despite the chance of showers. 

The course was in good condition 
with the greens recovering from 

renovation and the trees that give 
the course its name as attractive 

as ever. 

By noon there was bustle around 

the Clubhouse and putting green 

as members of the Golf Society 
and Golf Collectors Society re-

newed friendships. Some players 
were new to hickory golf and an-

ticipation was high. The Collectors 

were defending the Trophy and 
the strength of their team made 

them quietly confident. But it was 
expected that home course advan-

tage – Woodlands is one of Mel-
bourne’s famous sand belt courses 

– might suit the Golf Society. 

A warm welcome from GSA 
President Keith Wood and the light 

lunch at 1 o’clock started proceed-
ings. Handicaps were noted and 

the draw made for eleven matches 

over 12 holes against handicap. 

Barry Leithhead hit off for the 

visitors against Murray Cropley, a 
first timer who found himself 3 up 

after 3 holes. Barry won 4 of the 
next 5 then Murray squared the 

match at the 400m par 4 ninth 

with a brilliant par into the wind. 
Two poor strokes in Barry’s next 

three holes and Golf Society won 
the first match. 

Presidents Tom Moore and Keith 

Wood were next in a group with 
Captains Peter Read and Lindsay 

Gitsham. Tom produced fine golf 
under pressure to overcome the 

10 shots given to Keith. At the 11th 

Tom’s second shot was a precise 
fairway wood through a narrow 

opening in the trees to a heavily 
bunkered green, for a par, going 

to dormie 1. Tom had an easy par 
while Keith skidded his approach 

through the green and was unable 

to recover – Tom won 2 up. Peter 

was also dormie 1 at the 12th in a 
very even match – Lindsay had 

driven well and Peter (who lost 

three balls) was best around the 
greens. The match was square 

from the 8th to the 10th and Peter 
went one up on 11. At the 12th, 

Peter mis-hit his drive, chipped 
back to the fairway and his third 

was 8m behind the pin. Lindsay 

drove well but his second missed 
the green and his third and fourth 

found bunkers. The Golf Collectors 
led 2 matches to 1. 

Don Murray for the Golf Society 

played consistently up the middle 
and with ‘old man cunning’ around 

the green, to lead all the way 
against Henry Paterson. Henry’s 

highlight was a firm duck hook into 
the left rough on the 3rd,  recov-

ered strongly into a bunker, just 

scrambled out on to the green, 
where it rolled into the hole for an 

unlikely birdie! But his fame was 
short-lived and Don won 3 & 2. 

Ross Howard for the Collectors 

Society in his first game of golf for 
months, had emotion on his side, 

playing for a trophy won by his 
grandfather Tom in 1923 and 

The Al Howard Trophy  

By  Barry Leithhead 

Rare Craft  Skill  at 2005 Australian Open 
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Top:   

The GSA Tent 

Top Right:   

Ross Baker in action 

Right:   (L-R) 

Ross Baker,  

Keith Wood,  

Daryl Cox 

Michael Sheret was square with 

Pete Gompertz after nine. If Mi-
chael’s perfectly executed bump-

and-run on the 10th hadn't 
stopped dead on the first bump, 

and if his perfectly executed 
bump-and-run on the 11th hadn't 
run on and on, he might have held 

Pete to a draw. But neither ifs 
were and Pete won 2 up for the 

Society. The Collector’s Peter 
Stickley might have had an advan-

tage in having Robert Al-

lenby’s godfather (who has a 
large collection of hickories) 

as his caddy. Playing for only 
the second time with hicko-

ries, Peter drove the ball well 

and was amazed by the fair-
way woods. There was little in 

his match with the Society’s 
Cliff George and Peter won 2 

up, with the same margin for 
Alan Heil over Ian Rennick. 

It was evident as the players 

were leaving the course that the 
Golf Society team was not winning 

frequently enough and the even-
tual result favoured the Collectors 

7 matches to 3 with 1 drawn.  

Dinner was relaxed time and a 
very enjoyable meal. There were 

ample opportunities for the Socie-

ties to exchange news and views 

and develop further their shared 
interest in promoting the value of 

golf’s history in Australia. It was a 
very worthwhile occasion. 

[The 2006 event will be hosted by 
our Golf Collectors Society friends 

in Sydney.] 

Ready for the Challenge!   

The teams for the GSA / GCS Societies Challenge for the Al Howard Trophy 

 



Page 8       The Long Game  No 22,  March 2006 

 

Above:    The piper playing at the 

ceremony 

Right :    Keith Wood, Noel Terry and 

Dr David Malcolm during 

the unveiling 

Photographs:  Hedley Ham  

Unveiling the headstone on the 

grave of  David Strath, 

Melbourne General Cemetery,  

31 January 2006 

Left:     

Dr David Malcolm with 

Noel Terry after the 

Dinner at Royal 

Melbourne. 

Dr Malcolm is holding the 

plaque presented to him 

by the GSA to 

commemorate his visit.       

Photograph:   

Brendan Moloney 


