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Display at Australian Women’s Open—Kingston 

Heath Golf Club, 31 January—3 February 2008 

The Golf Society of Australia provided a display tent at the 
Women's Australian Open at Kingston Heath, in conjunction with 
the Australian Golf Heritage Society (previously the Golf Collectors' 
Society of Australia).  

Similar displays have been mounted at men's Australian Open 
events and this was an ideal opportunity to highlight items in the 
Museum collection relating to Australian women's golf.   

For the Diary: 

23 June  

Dinner, Victoria GC    

Speaker:  Will Johnson 

18 August  

President's Trophy, 

Royal Melbourne GC 

Golf is one of the 8 new sports featured in the ’multi-sports’ 
area of the new National Sports Museum at the MCG which 
opened to great fanfare on 12 March 2008.  

In our role as manager of the Museum Collection for Golf 
Australia, the Golf Society of Australia has been involved in all 
aspects of this project, in particular liaison with the producers of 
the exhibition.  The items on display are from the Golf Australia 
collection, with a small number on loan.  As well as the exhibition 
cabinet shown, visitors can view a short audio visual 
presentation.  

Hours – 10 am— 5pm daily.  Times vary according to MCG 
match schedules.  Tel (03) 9657 8879  or contactus@nsm.org.au  

Amongst the hundreds of 

visitors during the tournament, 

there were many familiar faces 

Left:  Louise Briers with GSA 

Secretary, Janet Hibbins 

Right:  A section of 

the display 

Photograph:  National Sports Museum 

Golf in the National Sports Museum at the MCG 
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Right:  Richard Ferguson,  

speaker at March Dinner 

Hickory Day 2008:   The Winners: 

 

Above:  Peter Gompertz 

Right:  June Lane 

Ready for play—and looking the part:  

Below:  Cliff George, Daryl Cox and Paul Burgess 

Right:  Max Findlay 
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Dinner:   Royal Melbourne GC — 

4 March, 2008 

Speaker:  Richard Ferguson,  

Manager, Exhibitions & Collections, 

MCC 

More than 50 Members and guests attended 
the first dinner of the year at Royal Melbourne 
Golf Club.  

The speaker, Richard Ferguson, gave an 
overview of 'sports heritage' with observations 
about a number of factors which influence 
collection management decisions, an 
introduction to the National Sports Museum at 
the MCG (to open the following week), and 
concluded with some 'challenges for the future. 

From the President 

Since the last issue of The Long Game, several 

important events have occurred.   

After years of preparation, the National Sports 

Museum was opened on 12 March 2008.  The Golf 

Society is pleased that golf is one of the selected 

sports in the new ‘multi-sport’ area, however the 

display lay-out is disappointing.  The majority of the 

items are from the Society’s collection. 

The year began with the Society mounting a 

display at the Women’s Australian Open 

championship at Kingston Heath Golf Club.  Our tent 

was well positioned on the way to and from the car 

park, and we had a very busy four days.  

The first dinner of the year was held at Royal 

Melbourne Golf Club. This was prior to the opening 

of the Museum, and our guest speaker was Richard 

Ferguson, Manager - Collections of MCC.  He gave 

us an insight into the management of museums and 

an introduction to the National Sports Museum.   

The Hickory Day was held at Kingston Heath Golf 

Club on 13 April.  Ten holes were played after an 

enjoyable lunch.  Congratulations to the winners, 

Peter Gompertz and June Lane.   

The next dinner will be held at Victoria Golf Club 

on 23 June, 2008, and our speaker on the night will 

be Will Johnson. Will is becoming well known in 

Australia as a Project Manager of a number of club-

houses, including Royal Melbourne, Victoria, and 

Sorrento, and is project manager for the new 

developments at Woodlands and Kingston Heath.  

Will is a keen golfer, and it will be interesting to 

hear his views to what a ‘Club House’ means to a 

member. 

The Golf Club Historians will meet at Spring 

Valley Golf Club on Monday 16 June.  The meetings 

target Golf Club historians and anyone interested in 

golf history is welcome to attend.  Meetings begin at 

1.30 pm, following a light luncheon.  There is no 

cost to attend.   All Golf Society members are 

welcome. 

I look forward to welcoming you to a Golf 

Society function during the year. 

Ian Rennick 

 

Hickory Day:   Kingston Heath 

GC — 13 April, 2008 

The annual Hickory Golf Day was held at 
Kingston Heath Golf Club on 13 April - a 
stableford event over 10 holes. 

Frank Shepherd Trophy:  

Peter Gompertz 21 pts 

Runner Up - Daryl Cox 

Burtta Cheney Trophy:   

June Lane 15 pts  

Runner Up - Jean Gilbert  

Nearest the Pin - 5th:   

Don Murray, Jean Gilbert  

Longest Drive - 7th:   

Peter Gompertz, June Lane  

New Members:   

Welcome to new members: 

• Helen Aitken  

• Richard Begg 

• Julia Hoffman 

• Robert Stevens 
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Excerpts from The History of Kyneton Golf 

Club, by W R Groves MD, published in The 

Kyneton Guardian, Thursday 17 August 1933 

As to the links the first site was the old Three-

chain road at the eastern border of the town - 

that part of the old Melbourne road which skirts 

the north side of the Campaspe River between 

Kyneton and Carlsruhe.  Here the players hung up 

their coats on a fence under a pine tree and 

played out along the road for some two and a half 

miles and back. 

Picture this neglected and little used road, 

three chains wide, with a strip of roadway down 

the centre, partly metalled and mostly muddy cart 

ruts.  On either side of this is a chain of more or 

less grassed surface with occasional trees and 

frequent outcrops of rocks.  Outside these deep 

water channels bordering gorse hedges, and 

beyond this “fairway” frequent crops and 

occasional haystacks. 

Many balls were lost in the hedges, and it was 

not an uncommon sight to see a player giving a 

lift to his caddy up a haystack in an endeavour to 

regain his ball. 

These were the days of fore-caddies on match 

days at any rate, for it was hopeless to look for a 

ball in a gorge hedge unless the exact spot where 

it entered was noted.  On the other hand caddies 

were mostly a superfluity, the players more often 

than not only carrying two or three clubs, for 

which a bag was considered unnecessary. 

I remember well seeing the Kyneton captain in 

a match against Bendigo setting off with only a 

cleek and lofter.   ...... 

Another tale told of one of these matches 

exemplifies how the unsophisticated golfer is apt 

to gain an advantage over one who troubles to 

learn the rules of the game.  A Bendigo player 

found his ball which he had proudly played “down 

the centre” lying in a deep cart rut in chocolate 

mud.  He remarked that he supposed there was a 

local rule which permitted him to lift and drop.  

“No” said the Kynetonian, “the ball must be 

played where it lies.”  After vain efforts to 

dislodge the ball the Bendigonian picked up in 

disgust, forfeiting the hole.  As was to be 

expected it was not long before he saw his 

opponent, in an exactly similar predicament.  With 

feelings which were quite natural he awaited 

events.  What was his chagrin, when he saw the 

Kyneton man carefully press down the mud 

around the ball with his foot and proceed to play 

the ball from a good lie. 

The ball played in these early days was the 

compressed solid rubber ball called “The Gutty”.  

After they had been cut about a bit we used to 

dissolve the paint off in a solution of soda and 

then soften them in hot water and press them out 

again in a mould which was something like an old 

fashioned lemon squeezer.  Then they were 

trimmed off and repainted.  They looked like new 

but somehow like the repainted ball to-day they 

never seemed to be as satisfactory as a new ball. 

Whenever I went in to see Mr Tolstrup, who 

was a teller at the Colonial Bank, there was 

always a row of re-painted and remodelled balls 

drying on a shelf at the back of his desk; and 

there would be a golf yarn and a guffaw before I 

could get out of the bank again. 

Our present links abuts on the three-chain road 

and when we were making a tee nearby, we 

found two old gutty balls which must have been 

driven over the fence 25 years previously. One 

was a Craig Park Special in good state of 

preservation. 

Rubber cored balls must have been introduced 

to Kyneton about 1904.  The first I remember was 

“The Haskell”.  A little later a “Pneumatic” was 

brought out.  It had a pneumatic core instead of a 

liquid core and I remember one day watching an 

opponent play one of these balls lying two or 

three yards behind a big stone.  He drove it hard 

into the rock and it exploded with a report that 

made us both jump. 

These were some of the conditions under 

which we played golf along that three-chain road, 

at one part descending a hill through a deep 

cutting which our Bendigo friends christened 

“Hell’s Delight”.  The objective to be played for at 

this particular spot was the cutting where the road 

happened to be metalled.  If one had the luck to 

escape the drains at the sides one’s ball would 

trickle down to the bottom of the hill, saving many 

strokes.  Having played the nine holes straight 

“out” along the road, we turned back and played 

“in” the same nine holes, backwards as it were. 
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Counterstroke Classic on 

Bellar ine Peninsula 
 
The Bellarine event will be held this year from 

3-5 September over three courses — Thirteenth 
Beach, Barwon Heads and Lonsdale golf clubs.  
Four Ball competitions for men, women or mixed 
pairs are held each day.   

The event assists the National Stroke 
Foundation continue its work in stroke 
awareness, prevention, support and research. 

Contact:  Stroke Foundation  

03 9670 1000 or 

www.strokefoundation.com.au 

Australian Golf Heritage Festival 

The second Australian Golf Heritage Festival 

was held in Tasmania in early May. 

This year, to officially open six holes that have 

been restored from the original pre-World War II 

layout, 5-time British Open champion Peter 

Thomson played an exhibition match with former 

national champions Lindy Goggin, Peter Toogood 

and local club champion Michael White.  

Bothwell’s new ‘Keeper of the Green’ Ross 

Baker, who had worked hard to prepare the 

course ready for the opening, was pleased to see 

a large gallery follow the exhibition match.  Ross 

is looking forward to getting his new Pro Shop up 

and running at Ratho. 

The showcase event was again the 

National Hickory Championship at Ratho 

Links. Bothwell's Christine Rogers was 

crowned Australian Hickory Open 

winner, ahead of a strong field, dressed 

in appropriate attire of plus fours or 

long skirts, tweed jackets and flat caps, 

and hitting gutta-percha golf balls with 

sets of Hickory clubs.  Another local, 

junior Aiden Bowerman defeated 

Matthew Wellington of Melbourne for 

the National Hickory Matchplay 

Champion.  

Golf Society Member Peter Gompertz 

from Long Island GC and the England’s 

Royal North Devon teamed up with golf 

historian Barry Leithhead from Sydney to 

win the National Foursomes Matchplay 

Championship.  “Royal North Devon is the oldest 

golf course in England and the grazing sheep and 

fenced greens are just some of many similarities”, 

said Peter. 

The Festival concluded with the Oliver Trophy, 

played at Barnbougle Dunes, won by a combined 

team from the Mornington Peninsula. 

The Festival raised funds for the Mat Goggin 

Junior Golf Foundation and the Australasian Golf 

Museum at Bothwell.   

The event will be held again in 2009 from 

May 21- 26 at venues across Tasmania 

Contact:  festival@rathogolf.com or 0409 595 702 

R&A takes Golf’s history to China  

The R&A has taken some of its finest golfing 

artefacts to China for an exhibition at the Pine 

Valley Golf Resort in Beijing. The opening of the 

exhibition was timed to coincide with the Pine 

Valley Beijing Open, played in early May. 

Entitled 'The R&A and the Heart of the Game', 

it marks the first time that The R&A has set up an 

overseas exhibition on such a large scale.  The 

exhibits focus on three main themes: the History 

of The Royal and Ancient Golf Club, the modern 

role of The R&A and The Open Championship.  

     Among the items on display are a Captain's 

jacket, the bright red three-quarter length coat 

traditionally worn by 

Captains of the Club, a 

replica of the Claret Jug and 

a replica of the famous 

Silver Club, the trophy 

which was first played for 

during the Club's inaugural 

competition on 14 May 

1754, and to which each 

Club Captain appends a 

silver ball. 

The exhibition, 600 square 

metres in size, is located in 

the new Beijing Open 

Clubhouse.  It runs until 1 

June 2009. 

Above:  Peter Toogood in action at Ratho 

during the Australian Golf Heritage Festival 
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Every so often, a book on the 

history of golf is published that 

expands our knowledge of the 

game and pushes out our 

understanding through its 

originality and width of coverage. 

Usually, but not always, the 

scholarliness and depth of 

content is complemented by the 

excellence of its production 

values. Pre-World War I, think of 

Clark’s Golf a Royal and Ancient 

Game, Hutchinson’s Badminton 

edition of Golf, and Hilton and 

Smith’s The Royal and Ancient 

Game of Golf. Since the last War 

we have had Darwin’s editorship 

of A History of Golf in Britain, 

Henderson and Stirk’s Golf in the 

Making, Ellis’s The Clubmaker’s 

Art and David Hamilton’s Golf, 

Scotland’s Game. To my mind, 

this book by David Malcolm and 

Peter Crabtree falls into this elite 

category. 

The focus is certainly Old Tom and his life, but 

the more general theme is the development of 

golf over the period 1821 – 1908, as reflected by 

Tom and his family, and as influenced by them. 

Many familiar stories 

are there – but even 

on such a well-covered 

subject there is so 

much more. In some 

cases debunking myths 

a n d  c o r r e c t i n g 

inaccuracies, but so 

often extending into 

new areas of understanding through painstaking 

research of new and original sources. Obvious 

sources like previous histories, club archives and 

contemporary magazines and journals are 

explored. So too are the more obscure family 

wills and registers, legal documents and 

submissions, shipping rosters and burgh records, 

to give understanding of context 

and relationships between 

events: the effect of the 

financial adventures of an early 

English professional in St 

Andrews on the establishment of 

Tom’s business; the importance 

of the Prestwick connection on 

the wider development of the 

Morris family fortune; Tommy’s 

unexpected and surprising 

choice of bride; the reclamation 

and embankment of the Swilken 

Burn and its importance in the 

evolution of the present layout 

of the Old Course. These and 

other developments are all 

described and illustrated with 

fine exhibits drawn from diverse 

sources, including many of the 

great collections of the world.  

Many illustrations have never 

been published before.  

 Design is by Chic Harper, whose work we 

have also seen with the history of the New Club, 

St Andrews. Format is just above A4 height, but 

broadened to give space for the many fine quality 

illustrations, in black and white, sepia and colour. 

This review is based on print-off from a pre-

production file, but the 

printing proofs of both 

text and illustrations 

are of the highest 

quality and materials 

specifications look 

equally good. There are 

two editions: the 

Subscribers, in full 

Harmatan leather, with seven extra full plate 

illustrations and facsimiles of family documents in 

an annexe to rear, produced in a limited 

production run of only 80 copies; and the Keeper 

of the Green edition, half-morocco and limited to 

395 copies. Excellence at this level does not come 

cheap and many members may baulk at the 

Book Review:   Tom Morris of  St Andrews - The Colossus of Golf 1821-1908  by 

David Malcolm and Peter Crabtree—to be published in July 2008 

“Every so often a book on the history of 

golf is published that expands our 

knowledge of the game and pushes out our 

understanding through its originality and 

width of coverage … this book falls into that 

elite category of combining scholarliness 

with the excellence of its production.”  

Review:  John Pearson, Editor of Through the Green, the magazine of the British Golf Collectors Society 
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Golf Club Historians :   Warragul, 18 February 

The Warragul meeting was the third held in a country district.  
Barwon Heads and Ballarat have previously hosted meetings, as 
have a growing number of Melbourne Clubs. 

All clubs in North Gippsland and a number from the South 

Gippsland district were invited - 25 attended representing Drouin, 

Garfield, Leongatha, Moe, Morwell, Sale, Warragul, Traralgon and 

Waverley, as well as Golf Society members from Kew, Green Acres, 

Yarra Yarra, Commonwealth and Royal Melbourne Golf Clubs.   

A number present had published histories but were interested to 

now learn how to safely store and record material they have. 

Norm Pattinson, who completed the History of Warragul Golf 

Club for its centenary in 2007, entertained the meeting with his 

stories on information he collected from the local papers.  Norm felt 

that fortunate that there were two local papers that reporting local 

news, but kept being distracted by reading other news. 

Two Golf Society Members, Mark Wade (Commonwealth) and 

Maurice Duncan (Green Acres), recounted their experiences sorting 

and documenting archives at their clubs.  Both accounts were quite 

different, highlighting that each club has different requirements and 

different ways of using the information they have. 

Some ‘basic rules’ for the storage of documents and photo-

graphs were provided by archivist Moira Drew, to assist Clubs to 

preserve material and ensure it is available for future use.   

All Golf Society members are welcome to attend these meetings.  

The next meeting will be at Spring Valley GC on Monday June 16.   

Contact:  Ian Rennick— ian@rennick.com or (03) 9890 4430 

At the Warragul meeting —  David Halkert (Moe), 

Norm Pattinson and Alan Lowe (Warragul), and 

John Bryce and Graeme Harrison (Yarra Yarra) 

Golf Club Historians 

group:    

A networking group for golf 

club historians to meet, 

exchange ideas and become 

aware of what others are doing 

to collect, record and display 

their history and memorabilia.   

asking prices of £950 and £395 

respectively. My own feeling is 

that like so many of their 

illustrious predecessors, these 

books will more than hold their 

value and that special efforts 

may need to be made both to 

justify the immediate cost, and 

to raise the required finances. 

My heartfelt plea to the 

publishers is to retain the 

option at some later stage for a 

trade edition that will ensure 

the wider appreciation for this 

great work, that it so richly 

deserves.  

Review courtesy the British Golf 

Collectors Society  

Order applications are being 

taken by the publisher —

http://www.rhodmcewan.com 
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Don Lawrence Trophy:   Woodlands  GC — 19 May, 2008 

Four Ball Best Ball stableford 

Don Lawrence Trophy— 
Norm and Bernice Davies, 47 
points 

Runners Up:  Gary and 
Stephanie Simmons, 44 points 

9 holes out - Andrew Jamison 

and Geoff Vincent, 23 points 

CB 

9 holes in - Cliff George and 

Peter Gompertz, 24 points CB 

Secret 9 - Des and Margaret 

Tobin, 23 points CB 

The Don Lawrence Honour Board: 

1996 Mrs J Griffith & Mr B Langford-Jones 

1997 Mr & Mrs D Rew 

1998 Mr & Mrs M Eise 

1999 Mr & Mrs D Rew 

2000 Mrs D Davis & Mr M Fitchett 

2001 Mrs M Reid & Mr J Dale 

2002 Mrs J Griffith & Mr J Dale 

2003 Mrs B Wait & Mr H Ham 

2004 Mrs M Allen and Mrs B Coutie 

2005 Mrs M Nadalin & Mr J Wilson 

2006 Mr I Rennick & Mr R Stannard 

2007 Mr & Mrs P Gompertz 

2008 Mr & Mrs N Davies 
Above:  Runners Up,  Stephanie & Gary Simmons 

Below:  Winners 9 holes out,  Geoff Vincent & 

Andrew Jamison 

Below:  Winners Secret 9,  

Des and Margaret Tobin 

The Winners:  Bernice and Norm Davies being presented with 

the Don Lawrence Tray by President Ian Rennick 


